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Souhegan Cooperative School Board 
Non-Meeting 

Friday, June 9, 2023 – 5:00 PM 
SHS Learning Commons 
412 Boston Post Road 

Amherst, NH 03031 

*All times listed below are approximate.*

AGENDA ITEM TIME DESIRED ACTION BACKUP MATERIALS 

Call to Order 5:00 PM Interim Superintendent Mr. Steven 
Chamberlin to call the meeting to order 

  None 

Attorney Meeting 5:00 PM The SCSB to receive legal advice from 
district counsel 

None 

Meeting Adjourned 5:55 PM None 

Souhegan Cooperative School Board Meeting 
Appeal of the Reconsideration Committee Decision 

June 9, 2023 – 6:00 PM 
SHS Theatre 

412 Boston Post Road 
Amherst, NH 03031 

To access the Zoom link for this meeting, please visit: 
https://www.sau39.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=263462&pageId=367714 

The Zoom link is also posted to the public calendar on SAU39.org 

*All times listed below are approximate.*

Call to Order 6:00 PM Board Chair, Ms. Stephanie Grund, to 
call the meeting to order 

None 

Process 6:02 PM Ms. Grund to explain the appeal 
process 

Minimum Requirements for Due 
Process by the Local School 

Hearing from the 
Complainant 

6:07 PM The complainant presents the grounds 
for and substance of appeal 

Appeal Letter 

Clarifying Questions 6:27 PM The Board asks clarifying questions of 
the complainant 

None 
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Reconsideration Committee 6:47 PM The Board asks clarifying questions to 
the representative of the 
Reconsideration Committee 

Reconsideration  
Committee Report 

Public Comment 7:17 PM None 

Board Deliberation 7:47 PM The Board to deliberate after public 
comment time 

None 

Meeting Adjourned 8:27 PM None 
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Excerpt from NH Administra4ve Rules 
Source: h*ps://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/ed200.html  

PART Ed 204  MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR DUE PROCESS BY THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD 

Ed 204.01  Proceedings at the School Board Level to Resolve Disputes Between Individuals and 
the School System. 

(a) A local school board shall adhere to the following due process procedures prior to a
party filing a dispute as a contested case with the office of legislaMon and hearings
except for disputes governed by Ed 204.02 or other rules of the board governing specific
circumstances:

(1) Provide opportunity for a hearing when the legal rights, duMes or privileges
of a party are threatened;

(2) Provide noMce of such a hearing;

(3) Conduct a hearing in a manner assuring due process;

(4) Establish an adequate record in all contested cases; and

(5) Issue Mmely decisions and orders.

(b) The local board shall provide an opportunity for a hearing if requested at which the
following procedures shall apply:

(1) The party, together with a parent or guardian, if applicable, or legal counsel,
if applicable, may waive the right to a hearing in (a), above;

(2) Formal rules of evidence shall not be applicable;

(3) The hearing shall be either public or nonpublic consistent with the provisions
of RSA 91-A:3, II(a); and

(4) During the hearing, the school board shall allow a party, or a designated
representaMve of the party, to examine any and all witnesses.

(c) The local board shall include a statement that the local school board has complied
with all the requirements of RSA 91-A, the state's right to know law, including
compliance with all the recordkeeping requirements of that law.
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(d)  The local board shall provide a wri*en decision determined by a quorum of the local 
board which shall include noMce that the decision may be appealed to the state board.  

  
(e)  The decision of the local board shall at a minimum, include the following: 

  
(1)  The date of the decision; 

  
(2)  A descripMon of the issue in dispute; 

  
(3)  The board’s decision; and 

  
(4)  The raMonale for the board’s decision; 

  
(f)  The wri*en decision shall be considered a final decision at the local level. 

  
(g)  A party may appeal a final decision of the local board to the state board within 30 
calendar days of receipt of the wri*en decision of the local board, in accordance with 
RSA 541-A and Ed 200.  The state board may waive the 30-day requirement for good 
cause shown, including, but not limited to, illness, accident, or death of a family 
member. 

  
Source.  #2055, eff 6-16-82; ss by #2714, eff 5-16-84; ss by #4851, eff 6-25-90; ss by #6348, eff 
10-5-96, EXPIRED: 10-5-04 
  
New.  #8334-A, eff 4-23-05 (from Ed 216.01) 
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April 14, 2023 

From:  Francis Beaudoin 

18 Dodge Road 

Amherst, N.H. 03031 

To: Superintendent School Administrative Unit (SAU) 39 

1 School Street  

PO Box 849 

Amherst, N.H. 03031 

CC: Souhegan School Board 

Subj:  APPEAL OF RECONSIDERATION COMMITTEE DECISION TO RETAIN  

BOOK “GENDER QUEER” IN THE SOUHEGAN HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 

AND RIGHT TO KNOW REQUEST IAW NH RSA 91-A 

1. Request appeal of the Reconsideration Committee’s decision

to retain the book Gender Queer in the Souhegan High School 

Library as it violates NH RSA 571B:2 and 18 U.S.C. 1470.  Amazon 

E-commerce Company lists the reading age of this book to be 18

years and older.  Gender Queer Literature contains obscene, 

profane, indecent content and would be subject to possible FCC 

investigation should the material found within be broadcast via 

radio or television.  Can these pages be shown at the school 

board meeting knowing, that our public meetings are video 

recorded and uploaded online?  Furthermore, it is illegal to 

knowingly distribute pornography to minors under 18 U.S.C. 1470 

and NH RSA 571B:2.  Some would say the text found in the book is 

terrific subject matter however, I would wager not a sole person 

would offer a Playboy Magazine to a minor because, it contained 

a good article.  What is your definition of the images depicting 

oral sex and sex toy usage?  Is that considered pornography in 

your eyes and if not, what do you define that as?  What controls 

are in place to prevent a 13–17-year-old minor from checking 

this book out?  

2. Request all e-mail, text message correspondence, minutes and

other written form of records to be made available to the 

general public prior to the next scheduled Souhegan School Board 

Meeting associated with the following: 

a. Approval and purchase authorization of Gender Queer Book

as part of Souhegan High School Library Material. 
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b. Reconsideration Committee Board selection process to

include:  Board applicant letters, selection criteria, and 

justification of selection over other candidates. 

c. Reconsideration Committee Board Written Report.

d. Any other written records in this matter not covered by

subsections (a) through (c). 

Respectfully, 

F. H. BEAUDOIN 

2.
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April 6, 2023
Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee Report
Request for the Reconsideration of Gender Queer as a part of the SHS Info Center library
collection

Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee Members

- Community member representative
- Community member representative

Student #1 and #2- Current Souhegan High School students (students names are withheld to
protect their privacy)

Background
Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe is a memoir and a graphic novel. Kobabe identifies as

non-binary, asexual and queer and uses the pronouns of e/em/eir. Gender Queer was originally
published in May 2019 by Oni Press and is distributed by Simon & Schuster. Simon & Schuster
classifies Gender Queer under the organizing terms “LGBTQ+ Biography & Autobiography”
and “LGBTQ+ Comics & Graphic Novels”.

Simon & Schuster describes the book thusly:

Started as a way to explain to eir family what it means to be nonbinary and asexual, Gender Queer
is more than a personal story: it is a useful and touching guide on gender identity—what it means
and how to think about it—for advocates, friends, and humans everywhere (Simon & Schuster).

Gender Queer has garnered many awards, including the 2020 Alex Award. The Alex
Award is conferred by the Young Adult Library Services Association, a division of the American
Library Association. Alex Awards are given to ten books each year written for an adult
perspective that have special appeal to young adults, ages 12 through 18. It is also a Stonewall
Honor Award Book for 2020. The Stonewall Awards are the first and most enduring award for
exceptional merit relating to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender experience, sponsored by the
American Library Association's Rainbow Round Table. The American Library Association is the
oldest and largest library association in the world, with over 58,000 members. It was included on
the 2020 Maverick Graphic Novel Reading List, a recommended reading list developed by public
and school librarians from the Young Adult Round Table of the Texas Library Association to
encourage students in grades 6-12 to explore a variety of current books. On this list, Gender
Queer is noted as ‘Adult for YA’ audience. Gender Queer was also a 2019 Ignatz Award
nominee. The Ignatz Award is conferred by the comics, cartooning and graphic novel industry to
recognize outstanding achievements in the field.

Like some other materials in the high school collection, Gender Queer is not classified
officially as “Young Adult” yet holds appeal and value for a mature teenage population, as
evidenced by its Alex Award status. Barnes and Noble recommends the book for ages 15 and up.
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Common Sense Media recommends it for ages 16 and up. School Library Journal, the
award-winning publication for librarians and media specialists who work with teens,
recommends the book for grades 9 and up as does Booklist. The author describes the audience
for the book as “high school and above” (Kobabe).

Timeline and Motivation for adding Gender Queer to the Souhegan Info Center library
collection

Gender Queer was purchased and added to the Souhegan High School Information
Center library collection in January, 2020. From January 2020 to April 6, 2023, Gender Queer
has been checked out 13 times.

The initial motivation for inclusion in the Souhegan High School Info Center collection
follows the selection criteria detailed in SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC – LEARNING RESOURCES
SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION . During the 2019-2020 school year, Souhegan
students noted a collection gap in terms of representing the lived experience of asexual people
and nonbinary people in both nonfiction and fiction collections and asked to see more of this
reflected. This book helped provide the true-life, lived experience of a nonbinary, asexual person,
addressing the collection gap and the demand for more diverse representation in library
collections. The purchase directly reflects “relevance to the interests of students”, and
“contribution to multicultural and pluralistic awareness” described in the selection criteria.
Further, graphic novels are an immensely popular form with our current population. The fact that
Gender Queer is a graphic novel reflects “high degree of potential user appeal”. The title also
boasts “favorable reviews found in standard selection sources” (See appendix items C & D).

Timeline of Request for Reconsideration
On Friday, March 17, reached out to Souhegan School Board chair

Stephanie Grund with a concern about Gender Queer. Stephanie Grund contacted SAU 39
Superintendent Steve Chamberlin and on Saturday, March 18.
On Monday, March 20, emailed the link to the SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC –
LEARNING RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION to .

expressed difficulty opening the link and emailed Stephanie Grund a pdf of a letter he
wrote expressing his concerns about Gender Queer. Stephanie forwarded this email to

.
On Tuesday, March 21, met with ,

to apprise her of concern and his desire for a formal
reconsideration of the text. emailed following this meeting
on March 21 to familiarize him with the formal process for requesting a reconsideration of a
library material (outlined in the policy above). She informed him that in accordance with the
policy, she would mail him a letter, a full copy of the policy, and the request for reconsideration
form. responded and asked if the packet could instead be delivered to the Brick
Schoolhouse/SAU 39 for him to pick up. sent the packet in interoffice mail to
the Brick Schoolhouse for on March 21. received

’s formal Request for Reconsideration of Resources form on March 23.
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emailed March 23 to inform him she had received his
request for reconsideration. She informed him the Learning Resource Reconsideration
Committee would meet no later than April 6 to make a determination about Gender Queer, as per
policy IJL/KEC. Because Souhegan High School has not had a formal request for reconsideration
of a library book in many years, we did not have a standing committee.
contacted the Souhegan School Board members to appoint two community members to this
committee. She also contacted the Community Council Executive Board to appoint two current
Souhegan students to this committee. Additionally, she contacted

, to select one current teaching staff member to serve on the committee.

The Souhegan School Board met Monday, March 27. They agreed to advertise for the
committee community member representative spots, accepting letters of interest until Friday,
March 31 at noon. A Souhegan School Board subcommittee for Community Appointments to the
Resources Reconsideration Committee (Stephen O’Keefe, John Glover and Dan Veilleux) met
Friday afternoon (3/31) to select the community members. The subcommittee shared the selected
community members with the Souhegan School Board, the superintendent, the principal and the
library media specialist Friday afternoon, March 31.

Committee Process
Each member of the Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee read the following

to prepare for the committee meeting: the book Gender Queer in its entirety, the SAU 39 Policy
IJL/KEC – LEARNING RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION, professional
guiding documents for school libraries, Request for Reconsideration of
Resources form and attached letter, general information about Gender Queer’s purchase,
information about awards and honors the book has received, professional reviews of the book,
and laws and legal definitions relevant to the complainant’s concern.

The Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee met at Souhegan High School on
April 4 from 12:15- 2:15 pm. The meeting objectives were as follows: a) to determine whether
the book Gender Queer meets the SAU 39 selection policy criteria, b) whether the inclusion of
the book Gender Queer in the Souhegan Info Center library collection is a violation of NH RSA
571-B:2 as the complainant claims on his reconsideration request form, and c) to determine
whether the Souhegan Info Center should retain or remove the title from the library collection.
As per policy IJL/KEC, the committee weighed the values and faults of the title based on the
material as a whole, rather than on passages or selections taken out of context.

Executive Summary
The Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee unanimously finds that the book

Gender Queer meets the selection criteria outlined in SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC – LEARNING
RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION. The committee unanimously finds
that inclusion of the book Gender Queer in the Souhegan Info Center collection does not violate
NH RSA 571B:2. The committee unanimously determines that the book Gender Queer will
remain in the Souhegan Info Center collection.
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The committee concludes that Gender Queer meets the selection criteria, with particular
strengths regarding its “relevance to the interests of students”, “contribution to multicultural and
pluralistic awareness”, “high degree of potential user appeal” and “favorable reviews found in
standard selection sources” (School Administrative Unit 39). Additionally, the committee finds it
important that Gender Queer contributes to mitigating an observable collection gap relating to
“content created by and representative of marginalized and underrepresented groups” (American
Library Association, “Diverse”).

The committee concludes that Gender Queer does not violate NH RSA 571-B:2 and is
not pornography. The committee thoroughly examined RSA 571-B and found that an accurate
understanding of 571-B (and subsequent portions of the law) depends on a correct understanding
of the definitions of terms articulated in 571-B:1 Definitions. Because Gender Queer does not
meet this definition of “harmful to minors”, it does not violate 571-B:2. 571-B:2 states that the
picture or book in question must depict or describe sexual conduct and be “harmful to minors''
according to the definition articulated in 571-B:1. If it does not meet the definition of “harmful to
minors'' in 571-B:1, it cannot violate 571-B:2. The definition of pornography hinges on the
purpose: to sexually stimulate or arouse. The committee does not find that the purpose of Gender
Queer, either as a whole, or even in sections, is to sexually stimulate or arouse. Therefore, the
committee determines that Gender Queer is not pornography.

The committee determines that the book Gender Queer will remain in the Souhegan Info
Center collection. The book meets SAU 39’s selection criteria. It offers opportunities for some
students to see themselves represented in the text, while it offers learning opportunities and
understanding for others. It helps fill a collection gap with regard to the experiences of
underrepresented groups. Furthermore, it does not violate NH RSA 571-B:2.

The Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee’s full report, which includes an analysis of
the selection of Gender Queer and the Request for Reconsideration is included in the
forthcoming pages.

Committee Findings

1.Does Gender Queer Meet the Selection Criteria articulated in SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC –
LEARNING RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION?

The Learning Resources Reconsideration Committee unanimously finds that the book
Gender Queer meets the selection criteria outlined in SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC – LEARNING
RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION. Below, the language of the selection
criteria is bolded, while the response of the committee to a section is unbolded.

Part 1: Selection of Learning Resources
I. Objectives
Learning resources, including library and instructional materials, are selected by the
school district to implement, enrich, and support the educational program. Materials will
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serve both the breadth of the curriculum and the needs and interests of the faculty and
students. The district is obligated to provide a wide range of resources on all levels of
difficulty and in a variety of formats, with diversity of appeal, and representing the
presentation of many different points of view.

Graphic novels are an enormously popular format appealing to a wide variety of readers
in our library, including reluctant readers. Graphic novels appeal to our readership’s desire for
pleasure reading, while research demonstrates that exposure to graphic novels can motivate
reluctant readers and develop readers’ language and literacy skills (Crawford 26). Furthermore,
Gender Queer presents an underrepresented viewpoint in our collection, the lived experience of a
nonbinary, asexual, queer person.

The objective of the Library and/or Information Center is to make available to students
and faculty a collection of materials that will enrich and support the curriculum and meet
the needs of the students and faculty served.

In “Diverse Collections: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights” the American
Library Association Council asserts that

A diverse collection should contain content by and about a wide array of people and cultures to
authentically reflect a variety of ideas, information, stories, and experiences. Library workers have
an obligation to select, maintain and support access to content on subjects by diverse authors and
creators that meets- as closely as possible-- the needs, interests, abilities of all the people the
library serves. This means acquiring materials that address popular demand and direct community
input as well as addressing collection gaps and unexpressed information needs….Developing a
diverse collection requires: …seeking content created by and representative of marginalized and
underrepresented groups (American Library Association).

During the 2019-2020 school year, Souhegan students noted a collection gap in terms of
representing the lived experience of asexual people and nonbinary people in both nonfiction and
fiction collections and asked to see more of this reflected. This book helped provide the true-life,
lived experience of a nonbinary, asexual person, helping address the collection gap and the
demand for more diverse representation in library collections, particularly with regard to
“marginalized and underrepresented groups”. In this way, this title helps “meet the needs of the
students and faculty served”.

II. Responsibility for Selection
While the selection of materials involves many people, including administrators, teachers,
students, and community residents, the responsibility for coordinating and recommending
the selection and purchase of library media materials rests with the Library Media
Specialist, as delegated by the school board, the governing body legally responsible. The
responsibility for selecting instructional materials rests with the Superintendent or
designee, as delegated by the School Board.

The Souhegan Info Center Library Media Specialist coordinated and recommended
Gender Queer for purchase for the Souhegan Info Center library collection.
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III. Criteria for Selection The following general selection criteria will be used for the
selection of library and instructional materials, including electronic, print, and non-print
resources, as they apply:

The committee would like to highlight the phrase “as they apply”, noting that only some
of the following will apply to library materials recommended to meet the pleasure reading needs
of its patrons.

1. Learning resources shall support and be consistent with the general educational goals of
the state and the district and the aims and objectives of the school, and specific courses.

The SAU 39 Mission Statement is “We will engage, challenge, and support all learners”
(SAU 39). It is essential that all learners see themselves reflected back in the library collection.
We have students in our community who identify as nonbinary, asexual, and/or queer. The
committee notes that research demonstrates that LQBT+ nonbinary youth have a greater risk of
suicide than their peers (Deliso). In “Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors'', Dr. Rudine
Sims Bishop notes that “Literature transforms the human experience and reflects it back to us,
and in that reflection we can see our own lives and experiences as a part of the larger human
experience. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their
mirrors in books” (Sims Bishop). The committee notes that by representing their experiences in
the library collection, we help support students who identify in these ways and also engage and
challenge the ideas of students who do not, increasing empathy and understanding of others’
diverse, lived experiences. Dr. John Pachankis of the Yale School for Public Health observes "We
now know, for example, that LGBT people are more affected by mental health problems than
heterosexuals, but it's because of stigma-related stress" (DeAngelis). Inclusion of diverse
viewpoints and lived experiences of LGBT+ people in the library collection can expand
understanding and empathy, thereby decreasing social stigma and the attendant stigma-related
stress this causes LGBTQ+ youth. In this way, the committee concludes that Gender Queer has
an important role to play in the SAU 39 mission to support all students.

The SAU 39 Core Values seek to “nurture curiosity, empathy, and lifelong learning” and
“challenge students to grapple with serious questions and ideas” (SAU 39). The committee notes
that including Gender Queer in the high school library collection for students to electively read it
demonstrates both of these values. The Souhegan High School mission statement reads,

We consciously commit ourselves to
● Support and engage individual’s unique passions, gifts, and intentions.
● Challenge and expand the comfortable limits of thought tolerance and performance.
● Develop and empower the mind, body and heart
● Inspire and honor the active stewardship of family, nation and globe (Souhegan High School).

The committee notes that inclusion of titles that reflect the diverse, lived experience of
our student body contributes to all four bullet points of the mission statement.
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2. Learning resources shall be chosen to enrich and support the curriculum and the
personal needs of users.

The committee notes that Gender Queer supports the personal needs of library users, as
evidenced by the direct request by students for more titles about the experience of asexual and
nonbinary people and the demand for more graphic novels.

3. Learning resources shall meet high standards of quality in:

• Literary and artistic excellence
The committee notes that Gender Queer has garnered many awards, including the 2020

Alex Award, given to ten books each year written for adults that have special appeal to young
adults, ages 12 through 18. It is also a Stonewall Honor Award Book for 2020. The Stonewall
Awards are the first and most enduring award for exceptional merit relating to the
gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender experience, sponsored by the American Library Association's
Rainbow Round Table. The American Library Association is the oldest and largest library
association in the world, with over 58,000 members. Gender Queer was also a 2019 Ignatz
Award nominee. The Ignatz Award is conferred by the comics, cartooning and graphic novel
industry to recognize outstanding achievements in the field. The book also received a number of
starred reviews from respected professional resources. Starred reviews indicate books that have
been determined to be outstanding examples of a particular genre or format. The committee’s
own reading of the text confirms the literary and artistic excellence conferred upon it by
professional review sources and organizations.

• Lasting importance or significance to a field of knowledge
The committee notes that in a publishing landscape in which asexual and nonbinary

people are underrepresented, the lived coming of age experiences of an asexual, nonbinary
person contribute significantly to our community’s understanding of this field of knowledge. In
fact, every person on the committee concluded that they had learned something new from reading
this book.

• Contribution to the curriculum and the educational goals of the school
The committee notes that although this bullet point is less relevant to the library’s

purchasing for pleasure reading, a compelling pleasure reading collection boosts fluency and
language skills for students, contributing to greater success across all disciplines of study.
Furthermore, as noted in section 1, the committee finds that the inclusion of this book in the
collection is “consistent with the general educational goals of the state and the district and the
aims and objectives of the school” (School Administrative Unit 39).

• Relevance to the interests of students and faculty
The committee notes Gender Queer’s relevance to the interests of students, as evidenced

by the direct request by students for more titles about the experience of asexual and nonbinary
people and the demand for more graphic novels.
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• Favorable reviews found in standard selection sources
The Committee notes that Gender Queer received favorable and starred reviews in many

standard selection sources, including but not limited to School Library Journal, the premiere
publication for librarians who work with teens; Publishers Weekly, and BookList.

• Favorable recommendations based on a preview examination of materials by professional
personnel, adults with special expertise, or students
• Reputation and significance of the author, producer, and publisher

The committee notes that prior to the publication of this book, the author, Maia Kobabe,
had an established reputation in comics and graphic novels, having published six pieces in
comics anthologies and having been nominated for the Promising New Talent category for an
Ignatz Award in 2016 by her industry peers.

• Currency or timeliness of material
The committee notes that this book was published in 2019 and is timely and current.

LGBTQIA+ issues are relevant to our current society.

• Contribution to a breadth and diversity of representative viewpoints on controversial
issues

The committee concludes that the existence of nonbinary, asexual and queer people is not
a controversial issue, but a fact. The reported lived experience of one individual telling their own
life story is also not a controversial issue. Nevertheless, the committee notes that Kobabe’s
memoir does “contribute to a breadth and diversity of representative viewpoints” considering the
relative dearth of published nonfiction that examines this particular lived experience.

• Contribution to multicultural and pluralistic awareness
The committee notes that this book, by presenting an underrepresented perspective,

contributes to multicultural and pluralistic awareness.

• High degree of potential user appeal
As mentioned above, the committee notes that graphic novels are immensely popular,

indicating a high level of potential user appeal. This is confirmed by the high circulation statistics
for this book, which has been checked out 13 times in a little over two years.

• Quality, durability, and variety of format
• Suitability of format and appearance for intended use
• Value commensurate with cost and/or need

The book was purchased for $16.19. The average graphic novel purchase price for school
libraries in 2020 was $18.14, making Gender Queer’s purchase price quite a good value (Miller).
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4. Learning resources shall be appropriate for the subject area and for the age, emotional
development, ability level, learning style, and social development of the students for whom
the materials are selected.

School Library Journal lists this title as appropriate for grades 9 and up, as does BookList.
Common Sense Media lists this title as appropriate for ages 16 and up. Barnes and Noble lists
this title as appropriate for ages 15 and up. The author states that the intended audience is high
school and above (Kobabe). The committee acknowledges that while some high school students
will be developmentally ready for this book, others may not be. Because this book is a library
book and not an instructional material, no student will be asked to read this book. Engagement
with this text is completely elective and driven solely by the interest of the reader. Furthermore,
the committee highlights library best practices guidance: “services, materials and facilities that
fulfill the needs and interests of library users at different stages in their personal development are
a necessary part of providing library services and should be determined on an individual basis”
(American Library Association, “Access”).

5. Learning resources shall be designed to provide a background of information that will
motivate students and staff to examine their own attitudes and behavior; to comprehend
their duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges as participating citizens in our society;
and to make informed judgments in their daily lives.

The author has reflected that e wrote this book for eir own family and the families of
others who identify as non-binary and/or asexual, to give them some understanding of the
experience and some language with which to approach conversations about these topics with
their relatives (Krosoczka). Committee members noted that the book caused them to reexamine
their own understandings of some issues and make more informed judgments about others in
their daily lives. The committee concludes that this book may provide helpful background
information to students and staff if they decide to seek it out.

6. Learning resources shall provide information on opposing sides of controversial issues so
that users may develop under guidance the practice of critical analysis.

N/A: The committee concludes that the existence of nonbinary, asexual and queer people
is not a controversial issue, but a fact. The reported lived experience of one individual telling
their own life story is also not a controversial issue.

The committee concludes that Gender Queer meets the selection criteria, with particular
strengths regarding its “relevance to the interests of students”, “contribution to multicultural and
pluralistic awareness”, “high degree of potential user appeal” and “favorable reviews found in
standard selection sources” (School Administrative Unit 39). Additionally, the committee finds it
important that Gender Queer contributes to mitigating an observable collection gap relating to
“content created by and representative of marginalized and underrepresented groups” (American
Library Association, “Diverse”).
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2. Does the inclusion of Gender Queer in the Souhegan Info Center library collection
violate NH RSA 571-B:2?

In his Request for the Reconsideration of Resources form, alleges that the
presence of Gender Queer in the Souhegan Info Center violates NH RSA 571-B:2, “Exposing
Minors to Harmful Materials”. The committee unanimously finds that inclusion of the book
Gender Queer in the Souhegan Info Center collection does not violate NH RSA 571B:2.

The committee thoroughly examined RSA 571-B and found that an accurate
understanding of 571-B (and subsequent portions of the law) depends on a correct understanding
of the definitions of terms articulated in 571-B:1 Definitions.

Below please find the language of both NH RSA 571-B 1 Definitions and NH RSA
571-B:2 Offenses, listed consecutively. The committee has bolded the section of NH RSA
571-B:2 that alleges the Info Center violates in the letter he attached to his official
Request for Reconsideration form.

RSA 571-B:1 - Definitions

As used in this chapter:

I. "Harmful to minors" means that quality of any description or representation, in whatever form
of sexual conduct, when it:
(a) Predominantly appeals to the prurient interest of minors in sex, that is, an interest in lewdness
or lascivious thoughts;
(b) Depicts or describes sexual conduct in a manner so explicit as to be patently offensive to
contemporary adult standards, in the county within which any offense set forth in this chapter
was committed, with respect to what is suitable material for minors; and
(c) Lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.

II. "Knowingly" means having general knowledge of, or reason to know, or a belief or ground for
belief which warrants further inspection or inquiry, or both, as to:
(a) The character and content of any material described herein which is reasonably susceptible of
examination by the defendant, and
(b) The age of the minor; provided, however, that an honest mistake shall constitute an excuse
from liability hereunder if the defendant made a reasonably bona fide attempt to ascertain the true
age of such minor.

III. "Minor" means any person under the age of 18 years.

IV. "Sexual conduct" means human masturbation, sexual intercourse, actual or simulated, normal
or perverted, or any touching of the genitals, pubic areas or buttocks of the human male or
female, or the breasts of the female, whether alone or between members of same or opposite sex
or between humans and animals, any depiction or representation of excretory functions, any lewd
exhibitions of the genitals, flagellation or torture in the context of a sexual relationship. Sexual
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intercourse is simulated when it depicts sexual intercourse which give the appearance of the
consummation of sexual intercourse, normal or perverted.
RSA 571-B:1

1969, 252:1. 1976, 46:1. 1977, 123:1, eff. Aug. 1, 1977 (Casetext, 571-B:1).

RSA 571-B:2

I. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to give, sell, loan or otherwise provide, with
or without monetary consideration, to a minor:
(a) Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film or similar visual
representation or image of a person or portion of the human body which depicts sexual
conduct and which is harmful to minors, or
(b) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter, however reproduced, or sound
recording which contains any matter enumerated in RSA 571-B:2, I(a), or explicit and
detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual conduct and which, taken as a
whole, is harmful to minors.
II. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to exhibit, for or without monetary
consideration, to a minor or knowingly to sell to a minor an admission ticket or pass or
knowingly to admit a minor, for or without monetary consideration, to premises whereon there is
exhibited a motion picture, show or other presentation which, in whole or in part, depicts or
describes sexual conduct and which is harmful to minors.
199, 252:1. 1976, 46:2, eff. June 1, 1976.

N.H. Rev. Stat. § 571-B:2 (Casetext 571-B:2).

NH RSA 571-B:1 Definitions explains that

I. "Harmful to minors" means that quality of any description or representation, in
whatever form of sexual conduct, when it:

(a) Predominantly appeals to the prurient interest of minors in sex, that is, an
interest in lewdness or lascivious thoughts;
(b) Depicts or describes sexual conduct in a manner so explicit as to be patently
offensive to contemporary adult standards, in the county within which any offense
set forth in this chapter was committed, with respect to what is suitable material
for minors; and
(c) Lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value (Casetext 571-B:1).

Legally, for a piece of media to be “harmful to minors” in RSA 571-B, a), b) and c) must all be
true. When we apply these definitions to Gender Queer, the committee unanimously finds that
Gender Queer does not meet this definition for “harmful to minors”.

(a) Predominantly appeals to the prurient interest of minors in sex, that is, an
interest in lewdness or lascivious thoughts;
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The committee concludes that Gender Queer does not predominantly appeal to the
prurient interest of minors in sex. Although Maia wrestles with eir own sexuality in the book, and
there are some sexual images present, the committee concludes that the purpose of the images is
not to arouse sexual interest or stimulation of the reader. In fact, in many cases, the sexual images
fail to arouse even Maia, who is slowly discovering that e may be asexual.

(b) Depicts or describes sexual conduct in a manner so explicit as to be patently
offensive to contemporary adult standards, in the county within which any offense
set forth in this chapter was committed, with respect to what is suitable material
for minors

The text does contain some sexual images that will not be developmentally appropriate
for all students, yet some students will be ready for these images, particularly in the context of
the larger narrative. Because we serve students grades 9-12, the library collection cannot be
limited to only texts suitable for ages 15 or 16 and below without neglecting the needs of a large
percentage of our population. Even so, the committee does not find that the sexual conduct
included is so explicit as to be patently offensive to contemporary adult standards. This
conclusion is further supported by recommended age ranges provided by numerous standard
selection resources. School Library Journal lists this title as appropriate for grades 9 and up, as
does BookList. Common Sense Media lists this title as appropriate for ages 16 and up. Barnes
and Noble lists this title as appropriate for ages 15 and up.

The Souhegan Info Center fully endorses the parental right to limit what one’s own child
is allowed to read and encourages parents to engage with their children regarding what they are
reading. This practice follows best recommended library practice articulated in the American
Library Association’s “Access to Library Resources and Services for Minors: An Interpretation
of the Library Bill of Rights”:

Libraries and their governing bodies shall ensure that only parents and guardians have the right
and responsibility to determine their children’s--and only their children’s-- access to the library
resources. Parents and guardians who do not want their children to have access to specific library
services, materials or facilities should so advise their own children. (American Library Association
“Access).

The committee notes that this authority extends only to one’s own children. “No group
has the right to…impose its own concept of politics or morality upon other members of a
democratic society” (School Administrative Unit 39).

(c) Lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.

The committee unanimously concluded that Gender Queer does not lack “serious
literary, artistic, political or scientific value”. The book’s literary and artistic merit was observed
by committee members and confirmed by the number of literary and artistic awards and honors
the book has received, as well as starred reviews from standards selection sources. Furthermore,
the book has scientific value in that it introduces readers to neurophilosopher Barbara
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Churchland’s research and scientific explanations for nonbinary identity related to
neurochemicals and hormones in an accessible format.

Because Gender Queer does not meet this definition of “harmful to minors”, it does not
violate 571-B:2. 571-B:2 states that the picture or book in question must depict or describe
sexual conduct and be “harmful to minors'' according to the definition articulated in 571-B:1. If it
does not meet the definition of “harmful to minors” in 571-B:1, it cannot violate 571-B:2.

also alleges that Gender Queer is pornography. The definition of
pornography is “material that depicts nudity or sexual acts for the purpose of sexual stimulation”
(Cornell Law School). As noted above, although Maia wrestles with eir own sexuality in the
book, and there are some sexual images present, the committee concludes that the purpose of the
images is not to arouse sexual interest or stimulation in the reader. In fact, in many cases, the
sexual images fail to arouse even Maia, who is slowly discovering that e may be asexual. The
larger purpose of the presence of nudity and sexual acts is to illustrate how uncomfortable Maia
feels in eir physical body and how e does not feel aroused in the ways e feels society has
presented as options. As the Legal Information Institute at Cornell Law School clarifies, “the
presence of nudity or sexual acts in a piece of media does not necessarily make the media
pornographic if the purpose of that media form is something other than sexual stimulation”
(Cornell Law School). Thus, the committee concludes Gender Queer is not pornography.

3. Should the Souhegan High School Information Center retain Gender Queer as a part of
the library collection?

The Learning Resource Reconsideration Committee unanimously finds that Gender
Queer will remain in the Souhegan High School Information Center’s library collection.
The book meets SAU 39’s selection criteria. It offers opportunities for some students to see
themselves represented in the text, while it offers learning opportunities and understanding for
others. It helps fill a collection gap with regard to the experiences of underrepresented groups.
Furthermore, it does not violate NH RSA 571-B:2.

While the text does contain some mature, sexual images that will not be developmentally
appropriate for all students, the images are not prurient in nature and illustrate Kobabe’s process
of coming of age, including thoughts about sex and gender identity, a normal part of adolescent
development. Reading items in a library collection are purely optional. The only students who
will read this book are those who seek it out specifically. If a parent has a concern about a text or
does not want their child to read a certain text, they have every right to prohibit their child from
reading that text, and the school and school library will support this concern. However, as the
guiding principles of SAU 39 Policy IJL/KEC detail, “No parent has the right to determine
reading, viewing, or listening matter for students other than his or her own children” if this
material has met the district selection criteria (School Administrative Unit 39).
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